
“WELCOME TO THE MOTHER CHURCH” 

“Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise. 
Give thanks unto Him and bless His name”.    (Psalm 100:4)

Grace and Peace to you from God on this Fourth Sunday in Lent, Rose Sunday / Laetare Sunday.

On behalf of the Clergy, Wardens, Vestry and People of God, welcome to the historic African
Episcopal Church of St. Thomas, founded in 1792 as the first black Episcopal Church in the U.S.A.
The first rector of this historic parish, the Rev. Fr. Absalom Jones was also the first black Episcopal
priest in the nation. His remains and altar are in our possession.

Our parish boldly proclaims the reconciling Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are an active, re-imagining
mission-minded and growing church family. Whoever you are and wherever you may find yourself on
your spiritual journey of faith, you are always welcomed at St. Thomas’ Church, where we are joyfully
and enthusiastically committed to Jesus’ message of love, hope, prayer, acceptance and faith. Today,
as you worship in this place, may you experience and feel the presence of the Lord, and may you leave
feeling renewed, refreshed and revived. Again, welcome!

Faithfully,

Martini Shaw +
(The Very Rev. Canon) Martini Shaw, 
17th Rector and
Dean of the Schuylkill Deanery 



Sunday Spearhead
 The Fourth Sunday in Lent

Rose Sunday / Laetare Sunday

March 19, 2023

Celebrant and Homilist: The Very Rev. Canon Martini Shaw
Seminarians in Residence: Kathryn Brossa and David King

             Music Ministry: The St. Thomas Chancel Choir
 

        * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
ORDER OF SERVICE 

The Prelude                                                                                                           The St. Thomas Music Ministry
The Opening Hymn - “The King of Love”                                                                               1982 Hymnal #645
1.) The King of love my shepherd is, 2.) Where streams of living water flow,
whose goodness faileth never. my ransomed soul he leadeth;
I nothing lack if I am his, and where the verdant pastures grow,
and he is mine forever. with food celestial feedeth.

3.) Perverse and foolish, oft I strayed, 4.) In death's dark vale I fear no ill,
but yet in love he sought me; with thee, dear Lord, beside me;
and on his shoulder gently laid, thy rod and staff my comfort still,
and home, rejoicing, brought me. thy cross before to guide me.

5.) Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 6.) And so through all the length of days,
thy unction grace bestoweth; thy goodness faileth never;
and oh, what transport of delight Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
from thy pure chalice floweth! within thy house forever.

A Word of Welcome                                                    The Celebrant

 Celebrant: Bless the Lord who forgives my sins.
People: His mercy endures forever.

 The Decalogue                                     BCP 350
Celebrant: Hear the commandments of God to his people: I am the Lord your God 
who brought you out of bondage. You shall have no other gods but me.
People: Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not make for yourself any idol.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Honor your father and your mother.
Amen. Lord have mercy.



                                                                       
You shall not commit murder.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not commit adultery.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not steal.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not be a false witness.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

The Confession                                                                                                                        BCP 360
Celebrant: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not  in us. But if we confess our sins,
God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Let us kneel and confess
our sins against God and our neighbor. 

(Silence)
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and what we have left undone, We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are 
truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your  will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name. AMEN. 

The Absolution                                                                                                                          
Celebrant: Almighty God, have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

The Kyrie elesion
Celebrant: Lord, have mercy.
People: Christ, have mercy.
Celebrant: Lord, have mercy.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you
Celebrant: Let us pray

The Collect:
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread  which gives life to the
world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him;  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



The Proclamation of The Word

The First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13                                                                     
A Reading from the First Book of Samuel
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being  king over Israel. Fill
your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for   I have provided for myself a king among
his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of   it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with
you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice   to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall
do; and you shall   anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to 
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said,
“Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the   sacrifice.

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the   Lord.” But the Lord
said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the
Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward   appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse
called Abinadab, and made him pass   before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse
made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass
before   Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse,   “Are all
your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the  sheep.” And Samuel said to
Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes   here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was
ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome.   The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then
Samuel took the horn of oil, and   anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came
mightily upon David   from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.
 Reader: The Word of the Lord
 People: Thanks be to God.

 Psalm 23
 The Lord is my shepherd; *
 I shall not be in want. 
   He makes me lie down in green pastures *

and leads me beside still waters.

He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *

for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.



The Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
A Reading from the Book of Ephesians
Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the fruit of the light is found
in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works
of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything
exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead,

and Christ will shine on you.”

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God
                                                                                                        
The Gradual Hymn - “Have Thine Own Way Lord”                                                         LEVAS #145 (Vss. 1-2)
1.) Have thine own way, Lord! 2.) Have thine own way, Lord!
Have thine own way! Have thine own way
Thou art the potter, Search me and try me,
I am the clay. Master, today!
Mold me and make me Purer than snow, Lord
after thy will, wash me just now,
while I am waiting, as in thy presence
yielded and still. humbly I bow.

The Holy Gospel: John 9:1-41
The Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
The People : Glory to you Lord Christ.
As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who  sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his   parents sinned; he was born blind so that
God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work  the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming
when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on
the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the  
pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The  neighbors and those
who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who   used to sit and beg?” Some were saying,
“It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like   him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking
him, “Then how were your eyes   opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and
said to me,  ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him,  “Where
is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day  when Jesus made the
mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he   had received his sight. He said to them,
“He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for
he does not observe the sabbath.” But   others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they
were divided. So they   said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He
said,  “He is a prophet.”

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the  parents of the man
who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and   that he was born blind; but we do not know how it



is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed
Jesus to be the   Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know
that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was
blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have
told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his
disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God
has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not
listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”
They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He
answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and
the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this
world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the
Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you 
were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

The Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.
The People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily Hymn - “Have Thine Own Way Lord”                                                            LEVAS #145 (Vss. 3-4)
3.) Have thine own way, Lord! 4.) Have thine own way, Lord!
Have thine own way! Have thine own way!
Wounded and weary, Hold o'er my being
help me I pray! absolute sway.
Power, all power, Fill with thy Spirit
surely is thine! till all shall see
Touch me and heal me, Christ only, always,
Savior divine! living in me!

The Homily                                                                                                                                                The Rector 
                                                                 
The Call to Christian Discipleship

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.



On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the                              
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
 He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
 Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen

The Prayers of the People                                                                                              Seminarian, Kathryn Brossa
Leader: With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, 

For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of  all peoples, Lord in your
mercy. Hear our prayer.

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy, and people, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

For the good earth which God has given us and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray  to the Lord. Lord,
have mercy.

For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air (or outer space), Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer.

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us pray  to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for all who
remember and care for them. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

For those incarcerated: Guide them Lord in all they do with your Grace and Love and grant  them  your continual help.
In all their problems, your guidance, in all their dangers, your protection and in all their sorrows, your peace. Let us
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have
mercy.

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, Lord in your mercy. Hear  our prayer.

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray  to the Lord. Lord,
have mercy.

Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord by thy grace. Hear our prayer.
 
In the communion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Thomas, Blessed Absalom and all the       saints, let us
commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God; To thee, O Lord our God.



The Concluding Collect             The Celebrant

The Peace

 Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
 People: And also with you.

The Holy Eucharist
 The Offertory Sentence and Offering 
 The Offertory Musical Selection                                                          St. Thomas Chancel Choir

 The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth.

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new life in  Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the
whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen.          
Christ will come again. 



We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his
death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of
new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in
unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

 The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will  be 
 done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
 our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
 glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast.

 
The Agnus Dei

Celebrant: Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world
People: Have mercy upon us.

Celebrant: Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world
People: Have mercy upon us.

Celebrant: Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world
People: Grant us thy peace.

The Prayer of Humble Access
Let us pray: We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our  own righteousness,
but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table.
But thou art the same Lord, whose property is always to have mercy; Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so
to eat the flesh of thy dear Son, Jesus  Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean
by his body, and our  souls washed through His most precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us. AMEN.

The Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed
on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

(All baptized persons are invited to receive communion. If you have not been baptized, please still come to the altar
to receive a blessing. For those not baptized, please indicate by crossing your arms on your chest.)

Post- Communion Prayer
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Announcements                                                             Deborah Camp-Frye, Accounting Warden

Recognition of Guests and Visitors
The Blessing of Birthdays, Anniversaries and Travel

The Blessing
The Closing Hymn-“I Have Decided to Follow Jesus:”                                                                       LEVAS #136

1.) I have decided to follow Jesus.  I have decided to follow Jesus.
I have decided to follow Jesus.  No turning back.  No turning back.

2) Though no one join me, still I will follow.  Though no one join me,
still I will follow.  Though no one join me, still I will follow.  No turning
back.  No turning back.

3) The world behind me, the cross before me, the world behind me, 
the cross before me.  The world behind me, the cross before me.  No
turning back.  No turning back.

The Dismissal
The Postlude                                              St. Thomas Music Ministry 


